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Mutah University

Department of political Science

Course Descriptions

* * * * * * *

1605101 Introduction to political Science:-

The Course introduces the basic elements in political Science and its
relation to other social sciences. It includes the origin of the state, its functions,
types, and sovereignty. It also includes an introduction to political parties and
interest groups. It deals with different types of governments and the development
of International Relations. Western and Islamic-Arabic political thought and their

main philosophers will be discussed.

1605103 International & Regional Current Issues:

The Course discusses and analyzes major international and regional
political, economic, and social issues. These issues will be selected annually by the

department.

1605105 National Education: -

The Course discusses the development of Jordan historical background,
social, economic, and political system. The following issues will be stressed in
particular: The Great Arab Revolt and the Emirate Era, the local governments, the
constitutions of 1928, 1946, and 1952, democracy and parliament, the foreign
policy of Jordan, the Arab region and Jordanian Armed Forces, and the National
pact. Also other topics will be

Selected by the department on annual basis.

1605131 Principles of International Relations:-
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The Course introduces students to the concept of international

relations as used throughout history. The course also aims at giving students an

idea about the main principles that govern international relations, stages of

development, scope, and tools. It also introduces the concept of foreign policy,

alliances, decision making process, international organization, and strategy.

1605199 Statistics in Political science:-

The course introduces students to the topics of descriptive and
analytical statistics. It includes the study of data collection and classification,
central tendency, dispersion, and methods of sampling. It also includes measures
of associations through the study of regression analysis, analysis of variance. In
addition, the student will be introduced the principles of probabilities and time

series.

1605202 Constitutional law:

The course introduces students to the concept of constitutional law,
major sources of constitutional rules and different types of constitutions in
political systems. The course also includes legal and political presentation of the
Jordanian political system by discussing the organic law of the Emirate of

Transjordan of 1928 and the constitution of Jordan of 1947and 1952.

1605211 International Public law: -

The course introduces students to the nature of international law, its
development and its main topics, such as the rules of international law and their
sources, the relation between international and domestic laws; persons of

international law; and state’s rights such as borders, water and space.

1605222 Public Opinion:-

The course introduces students to descriptive and analytical study of

the concept of public opinion, its formation and role in the political system and
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methods of studying public opinion. It also examines the factors that influense the

creation of public opinion.

1605241 Western Political Thought: -

The course covers the development of political thought since the
Greeks. The following stages of the development of political thinking are studied:

Greek Roman, Christian, modern and contemporary Political thought.

1605299 Research Methods: -

The course introduces an overview of the research process with
examples to illustrate alternative approaches to the same research problem. It
deals with the selection of the research problem, including such issues as differing
paradigms and role of values in social research. It also discusses social
explanations and hypotheses construction and includes the notions of reliability
and validity of the various data — collection methods, findings, conclusions and

documentation process.

1605300 Political Issues In English: -

The course aims at developing student’s skills in English terms of
main subjects in political science. It introduces the main terms and discusses

major international political issues in English.

1605302 Arab- Islamic political Thought:

The course examines development of Arab political thought of pre—
Islamic society and the development of these thoughts, theories, and prespectives
that have significantly contributed to political theory during the centuries of
Islamic states. Other topics discussed in this course are: Islamic political theories,

leading figures in Islamic thought such as, Al-Farabi, Ibn Cenna, Al-Gazali, Ibn

Rushed (Averoes)lbn Khaledun, Mohammad Abdo, and Jamal Al- Deen Al-Afghani
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1605308 Special Topics in Political Systems: -

The course introduces students to descriptive and analytical study of

certain political systems from Latin America, Asia, and Africa.

1605322 Comparative Governments and Political Systems:

The course introduces students to the major bases of comparison
between different types of governments, i.e. presidential, Parliamentary, and
National Assembly. It also describes and analyzes the major authorities in the
political system, and introduces major concepts. Problems and topics in the field

of comparative political parties and interest groups.

1605323 Political Parties and Interest Groups: -

The course aims to submit to the student a comparative and
analytical study of the establishment and role of political parties in political
systems. It also presents different types of party systems. In addition, the course
defines interest groups and presents their functions, organization and role in

political systems.

1605326 Regional Organization:-

The course aims to introduce students to the growth, functions,
and principles of several regional organization. The course also studies the role
of organizations such as Arab League, European union, and Organization of

American states in international relations.

1605328 Seminar In European Unity:-

The course introduces students to historical development of
European unity, since the treaty of Paris in 1951, up to the Mastricht treaty in

1991. The course includes a discussion of the process of institution building at

the level of the continent, decision making process, membership,

responsibilities, and the European powers role in international relations.
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1605332 Theories of International Relations:-

The course introduces students to the development of concepts
in international relation, theories and problems that face scholars in building a
scientific theory of international relations. The course discusses the main
theories such as realism (power), behaviorism (system) and idealism
(international organizations). Other topics will also be discussed such as
theories of foreign policy decision — making, conflict theories, conflict

resolution, and arms control.

1605337 The Arab World in The International Politics:-

The course introduces students to the main principles that
govern relations of the Arab States with the rest of the world. These relations

are studied within a framework of political, economic, and military interest.

1605338 Seminar in The International Politics:

The course aims at developing student’s views of a major field in

international politics. The department will select Annually some of the global

issues that have a direct or indirect impact on international peace and security.

1605401 Political System in Jordan:

The course purpose is to provide students with information
about Jordanian political system, its institutions, and its political
developments. The course includes the study of the general branches of
authority in light of the constitution Law. In addition, it discusses non-

governmental institutions in Jordan'’s politics.

1605413 International Relations In Islam:

The course introduces the student to the main principles of Islam

dealing with the relations between Islamic and non-Islamic states, making of
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Islamic state foreign policy in time of peace, war, neutrality, and the impact of

Islam on international system and politics.

1605414 Diplomatic & Consulate Systems :

The course introduces the student to the basics of the system, the
functions and duties of the diplomatic cooperation, and the history of
diplomacy, its methods, and principles through the ages. The general principles
that govern foreign policy and appointment of diplomats to fulfill their tasks.

The privileges and responsibilities of diplomats are also included.

1605415 Seminar in Jordanian Politics:

The course introduces students to the foundations of Jordanian
politics. The course includes and analysis of foreign policy decision making
process. An analysis of the main Arab, regional and international role of Jordan

is also discussed.

1605421 Political Systems in The Arab world:

The course introduces the basic principles of political systems in
the Middle East, the descriptions and analyses of the formal governmental
institutions, their powers, and their decision —making processes. The systems

of the Middle East can be examined in terms of the presence or absence of such

political institutions as constitutions, political parties, Judicial systems, and

modern bureaucracies. The course provides a framework for making
comparison between and among the states of the region. It also provides the
ability to assess the different nature, extent, and direction of political

development and modernization.

1605424 Seminar in comparative

Government and Political

Systems:
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The course introduces the student to major topics in the area of
comparative government and political systems. In this respect, the course

presents major thinkers and theories in the field.

1605425 Political Systems & Governments in Asia:

The course is designed to provide students with the basics,
principles, and evolution of Asian political systems. The political institutions of
selected countries will be studied in light of its social, historical, and cultural
backgrounds. Japan, Korea, India, China.... Etc. Foreign policies and history of

these countris will be covered throughout the course.

1605433 International and Regional Organizations:

The course introduces the student to international and regional
organizations and the most popular authors in this field. The course also studies
the evolution and growth of international organizations up to date. The course
also concentrates on the United Nations, its goals, principles, functions, its role
in peace keeping, security, and economic and social cooperation among states
In addition, the course includes discussion of regional organizations such as

Arab league.

1605434 International Economic Relations:

The course introduces students to the concepts of international
economic relations, main international economic institutions, rules, and
principles that govern economic relations between states. The course includes
an in depth study of the relations between politics and economics in the
international arena. A discussion of the North- South and North — North

relations is also included.

1605436 Super Powers Foreign Policy:
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The course concentrates on the following; the concepts,
principles and theory of foreign policy; an analysis of the foreign policy of great

powers.

1605439 Negotiations and Conflicts Management:

The course introduces students to theories and strategies of

negotations and crisis Management that might esclate to war. The outcome of

negoatations in usually explained by varouis variables that bear heavily on the

outcome like the distribution of power. Game theory with its different
variations will be discussed. In addition, some historical examples will be

presented.

1605445 Democracy and Human Rights :

The course introduces an historical survey of different theorists
and perspectives, which have contributed significantly to the development of
Democratic theories. The course presents and intensive examination of various
theories of democracy, such as liberal democracy, socialist democracy, and

theories of democracy in Third Wold Countries.




